Connecting People to Christ,

Each Other, and the World
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Back From the Mountaintop— And Glad vy Pastor Eric Ishimaru

Last week, I had the privilege of attending the
National Worship Leaders Conference in
Overland Park, Kansas. I want to thank the
church for giving me the opportunity to attend an
event that was educational, edifying, and just flat
out fun! I can’t adequately describe the great
pleasure it is to worship for three to four hours
per day, led by some of the best worship leaders
in the world —folks like the David Crowder band,
Tommy Walker, Paul Baloche, Michael W. Smith,
Laura Story, and the list goes on. This conference
is THE premiere worship leaders” conference in
the US, and after being there, I can see why! With
events such as these, you might understand the
challenge —and let-down —many worship leaders
feel when they go back home to their churches,
where they have to deal with a host of familiar
challenges —large egos, small hearts, faulty
technology, variable talent, and congregations
where the tastes of some “worshipers” are as
closely defined as any Starbuck’s order.

For me, it was actually a relief to come back home.

Why? Because I know that as great as the
worship, teaching, and music is at the conference,
that’s not the real world most of us live in.

What these great conferences —and sometimes the
huge churches—do not provide is something that
smaller, local churches excel at, and that is, to
ground the worship of the Almighty God in the
familiar world of our everyday lives. By thatI
mean the world of lost jobs due to downsizing,
the world of juggling “church” with kids” sports
league, the world of parents dealing with fussy
babies (there were none of these at the
conference). I'm thinking of the world where one
or more people in the congregation are having a
relational problem with someone else in the same
congregation and have to work it out before they
come to the Communion table in an “unworthy

manner”. You can fill this picture out with any
number of personal anecdotes, but you see the
point: this is real-world, real-time worship too.

Here’s my point: Jesus was incarnated in human
flesh and was born into the very real world of
animal feces, family dysfunctions, economic
hardship, political unrest, and desperate,
misplaced hope. True Christianity is incarnated
into the same kind of world today. Our service to
God is meant to arise from lives and hearts that
live more often in the “muck” of this life, than on
the mountaintops. Proof? Last Sunday at
Bridgeway would not be the first time a worship
team member had to lead worship in the midst of
a family crisis that was unfolding that morning.

So, while it might be tempting to think that the
worship at the National Worship Leaders
Conference is “superior”, maybe the opposite is
true. Psalm 51 reminds us that while it’s possible
to make a great show of worship with some
extravagant and tasty offerings from our flocks of
bulls and goats, what really pleases God is the
difficult offerings brought forth by our real-time
encounters with our sins and pain. (A broken and
contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.)

So my exhortation to you is this: let’s worship
with our feet firmly on the ground, and let God
Himself lift us to the heavenlies, where Christ is
seated! “Incarnational” worship is all about
keeping it real.

Driving home from the conference, I stopped at a
mucky-looking McDonald’s in northern Missouri.
In the midst of the “assembly” of people was a
young mom, struggling all alone with her toddler.
She appeared to be trying to get him to sit still
long enough so that they could pray over their
meal. In a mucky McDonald’s. What a relief!

I'm back in the real world of worship.
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Fall 2009 PAC Ministries

The PAC team is gearing up for another great year of ministering to children. Our Sunday morning lineup is
shaping up, and we will have a nice mix of old and new faces helping to point kids” minds and hearts toward
God. Our start date of Sunday, August 23 is nearly upon us!

Nursery
Leaders: Ed & Sandi Rund
When: Both Sunday AM hours (Worship & Discipleship)

Wiggle Time
Leaders: Rosalie Tulp & Angela Kessler
When: Preschoolers are dismissed before the sermon during the Worship hour

Preschool Kid’s Own Worship

Leaders: Annette Boehlje, Bev Ishimaru, Wendy Steenhoek
Curriculum: "#$%&'()*%+" #'#-"%&*./01#rom Children Desiring God
When: Discipleship hour

K-2 Kid’s Own Worship

Leaders: Mike Haverdink, Nikki Kaufman,
Chad Steenhoek, Angela Kessler, TBA

Curriculum: -+"#234%#/5#6/ ##

HHHHEH SRR D esiring God

When: Discipleship hour

FBI (3rd-4th graders)

Leader: Nicole Steele

Curriculum: -/#3"#7*8"#9"%:%##

HHAHH SRR D esiring God
When: Discipleship hour

CIA (5th-6th graders)

Leaders: Brian & Amy Worrel
Curriculum: ;")8#;*&+#<"##

HHAHH SR A HIAERE Resources
When: Discipleship hour

7th-9th graders

Leaders: Jim Ryken and Aaron Thomas

Curriculum: 3*=#->:&+%#5/>#?/.0=#!"">&Bf#Bruce Ware
When: Discipleship hour

Keep an eye out for a brochure with more details that will be available at the information table on Sunday
mornings no later than August 9. We are looking forward to seeing the kids again soon!

The PAC Team
Mike & Natalie Haverdink, Brian & Stacia Steward, Aaron & Nicole Steele, Eric Ishimaru
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Family Fest!

Family Fest is Saturday, August 8, from 1- 8 pm at Bandshell Park (125 E. 5t St.) in Ames. The first Family
Fest last year was awesome, and we encourage everyone to come this year to join the fun! This a FREE event
that will include the bookmobile and Smyles the dog, the Ames police department, a fire truck, game booths
with prizes, as well as entertainment on the Bandshell stage all day long!

Stage Performance & Times:

1:00-1:30 Praise Puppets

1:30-2:00 Family Martial Arts

2:10-2:40 Autumn Dei

2:50-3:20 Rick & Beth McReynolds (50’s & 60’s Music)
3:30-4:00 Silly Sally the Clown

4:10-4:40 Stonebrook Dunktank Band

4:50-5:15 Tangy Original

5:25-5:55 Keith McCaulley & Elizabeth Agey (guitar & vocals)
6:05-6:35 Bombardier

7:00 American Idol Finalist Phil Stacey!!!

Bridgeway will be hosting a game booth, and we need your help! To volunteer or for more information,
please contact Angela Kessler (232-3387 or angelakessler@mchsi.com). For more information about the
Family Fest please go to: www.amesfamilyfest.org
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Connecting people to Christ, each other, and the world.

Let’s
hear it
for
Camp
Connect!

Camp Connect...a time for:

Connecting with God and each other

Prayer, learning, reflection

Hiking, swimming, games, campfires, smores...
Worship in the great outdoors

Fun with your church family!

K K K K K

Camp is Saturday, Sept. 5, 9 am—Sunday, Sept. 6, 4 pm
at the YMCA Camp in Boone. Feel free to invite others!
Our worship service Sunday morning will be at camp.
Camp Director, Brian Worrel

For more information contact the church office.



August 2009

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Sat

2 Worship, 9:30 am | 3 4 Staff meeting, 5 6 Prayer, 6:30 am 7 8 Family Fest,
Holy Communion 8:30 am 1-8 pm,
Discipleship Time, Music Team Bandshell Park
10:50 am rehearsal, 6:30 pm
9 Worship, 9:30 am | 10 11 Staff meeting, 12 13 Prayer, 6:30 am | 14 15
Discipleship Time, 8:30 am
10:50 am Music Team
Nevada Pool, 8-10 pm rehearsal, 6:30 pm
16 Worship, 9:30 am | 17 18 Staff meeting, 19 20 Prayer, 6:30 am | 21 22
Discipleship Time, 8:30 am
10:50 am Music Team

BLT meeting, 6:30 pr| rehearsal, 6:30 pm
23 Worship, 9:30 am | 24 25 Staff meeting, 26 27 Prayer, 6:30 am | 28 29
Discipleship Time, 8:30 am
10:50 amRhildren’s Music Team
classes resume rehearsal, 6:30 pm
30 Worship, 9:30 am | 31

Discipleship Time,
10:50 am




September 20

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Staff meeting, 2 3 Prayer, 6:30 am 4 5 Camp Connect,
8:30 am YMCA Camp in
Boone, 9 am-
Music Team Sunday at 4 pm
rehearsal, 6:30 pm
6 Worship at YMCA | 7 Labor Day 8 Staff meeting, 9 10 Prayer, 6:30 am 11 12
Camp, Boone, 9:30 am 8:30 am
Camp ends at 4 pm Music Team
MOPS, 7-9 pm rehearsal, 6:30 pm
13 Worship, 9:30 am | 14 15 Staff meeting, 16 17 Prayer, 6:30 am 18 19
Holy Communion 8:30 am
Discipleship Time,
10:50 am Music Team
BLT meeting, 7-9 pm | rehearsal, 6:30 pm
20 Worship, 9:30 am | 21 22 Staff meeting, 23 24 Prayer, 6:30 am 25 26
Discipleship Time, 8:30 am
10:50 am
Music Team
rehearsal, 6:30 pm
27 Worship, 9:30 am | 28 29 Staff meeting, 30

Discipleship Time,
10:50 am

8:30 am

Music Team
rehearsal, 6:30 pm




